Career Development Resources

Need help finding a job? Below are some places that you can go to get help.

Michigan Works! Service Centers. State funding for career development and finding jobs flows through the Michigan Department of Labor and Economic Growth to our local Workforce Development Board; an entity made up of a cross-section of the community but predominantly employers. This Board is charged with serving the public, especially the disadvantaged and those with barriers to employment. The first point of entry into this employment support system is through Michigan Works! It is Michigan’s version of the national movement of Career One-Stop Centers. There are a large variety of services and organizations that can be accessed through the one-stop system –Michigan Works!

Michigan Rehabilitation Services. This is one of the organizations that can be accessed through Michigan Works! or it can be accessed by going directly to the local district office in your area. MRS services people with significant barriers to employment caused by a disability. This is the single point of entry for intensive services that can lead to employment. 

Michigan Commission for the Blind. The mission of the Michigan Commission for the Blind (MCB) is to provide opportunity to individuals who are blind or visually impaired to achieve employability and/or function independently in society.
Community Development Corporations. Michigan LISC helps bring about neighborhood revitalization by partnering with local community development corporations (CDCs), which are neighborhood-led nonprofit organizations. 

Goodwill Industries. The mission of Goodwill Industries is to assist people with disabilities or other barriers to realize their full employment potential and to be self-reliant, self-supporting and contributing members of our society.

· Northern Michigan
· Greater Grand Rapids
· Michigan Heartland (Battle Creek) 
· Mid-Michigan
· West Michigan
· Central Michigan
· Southeastern
The Social Security Administration’s “Ticket to Work” Program. The Ticket to Work and Self-Sufficiency Program is an employment program for people with disabilities who are interested in going to work. The Ticket Program is part of the Ticket to Work and Work Incentives Improvement Act of 1999, the legislation designed to remove many of the barriers that previously influenced people’s decisions about going to work because for the concerns over losing health care coverage and cash benefits. The goal of the Ticket Program is to increase opportunities and choices for Social Security Disability (SSI/SSDI) beneficiaries to obtain employment, vocational rehabilitation (VR), and other support services from public and private providers, employers and other organizations. 

Michigan Statewide Resources by Guidepost

· Preparatory Experience

· Michigan Career Portal  www.michigan.gov/careers
· Work-based Learning Experiences

· Michigan Works! http://www.michiganworks.org/
· Michigan Rehabilitation Services  http://www.michigan.gov/mdcd/0,1607,7-122-25392---,00.html
· Michigan Commission for the Blind  http://www.michigan.gov/mcb
· MARO Employment and Training Association http://www.maro.org/
· Youth Leadership Development

· Youth Leadership Forum  http://www.nylf.org/
· Connecting Activities

· A.T. Loan Fund  www.mi-atlf.org
· Pine Lake Experience (at MCTI)  www.michigan.gov/mdcd/1%2C1607%2C7-122-1681_2913---%2C00.html
· Mentor Michigan  www.mentormichigan.org
· Connecting to Success e-mentoring http://ici.umn.edu/ementoring/
· SSA Benefits Planning  www.ssabenefitsplanning-mi.org
· Center for Educational Networking / Leading Change  http://www.cenmi.org/LeadingChange/index.asp
